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The Italian artisans who take industrial oil drums and
cut, beat and fuse them into vivid new creations
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the motorcycls guys, while blkers consider

us Kind of furniture deslgners. It's our
contradiction, we can’t egcape it Alberto Dagsasso,
38, and Riccardo Zanobini, 37, both amile when
deseribing what Vibrazioni Art Design are and how
shey're making their mark on motoreycle assthetios,
in bright colours, steel sheets and rust, with the blue
of the welding flame and the red and the yellow of
sparks, Plus there's the green that surrounds their
shop, set in the silence of the Romagna countryside,
Italy’s ‘land of the engine’,

At their workshop in Massa Lombarda, just a few
liEres of gasoline from the Imola race circult, the
two-wheeler harks back to its experimental and very
human origine. Rough and charming at the same
timae, a Vibrazioni Art Design creation stands as a
typical one-of-a-kind, made in Italy.

It was 2007 when she two friands embraced the idea
of recycling metal drums from oil, gasoline and fruit
jam - the area is renowned for its jam and fruit juice
production, as well - Lo ereate furniture. They started
looking for drums in serapyands to give them a second
life as chairs and tables, lamps or shelves.

‘Old 44-gallon drums have their own beauty in vivid
colours, with brilllant logos. They continue to tell
individusal and collective stories.” Esso, BF, Volvo,
Texa 8hell, John Deere, Caterpillar, Vanguard,
Aglp, Tamoil, Pesronas, Mobil, Bardahl.., Practising
pop &rs principles, these humbie metal cyiinders are

‘HA' INSIDE THE INTRRIOR design world we're

r

reborn into new shapes destined for living rooms
and showrooms,

Then Alberso and Riccardo reallsed they could do
the sams with motorcycls bodywork. “We felt kind of
bound to. Both of us ride Moto Morinis - & Granpasso
and a Coraaro 1200 Veloce, purely emotional choless,
maybe influenced by the proximity of Bologna
Anyway, what results is a niche product, We're all
round artisans: give us a bike and in a couple of weeks
we'll have made something that wasn't thare bafors.’
First came the Zolla (Clod), a Caglva SX250 born to
escape off road, now displaying its cdd beauty on the
Virgin Radio HQ carpet tn downtown Milan,

The colourfulness of the boxed steel used on the
bikes shares the industrial mood of the interior
design ptecas. The genesls 13 the sama: the drum is
opened into 8 sheat and plasma-cut into the desired
ghape. Then the piege ie brutally hammerad on the
bare concrete fioor - if you've ever done this, you'll
understand why vibrations are so closely associated
with thelr art and design. The steel 15 shen folded,
wealded, palishaed and coated with a thick transparent
enamsal. The result is powerfully tactile and invites
fingertips to slide over the Irregular surface and
enjoy 188 b ag and imperfactions

From a sangle drum, in three days the Vibes boys
can get either a chalr, a couple of lamps or some 3D
box lettering. The thing is, the two love to mix sheets
and colours following whatever's inspiring them
at the time. 'Bvery plece 18 unique. Bven if they're

Just beat it, beat it,
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the same mode], you never get two identical chairs,’
Same for their hand-built bikes, 1tke the new Ducati
749 Raticosa. The name comes from & twisting
Appennine pass well known by local epead saekars.
The Ratlooga's rough rugged metalwork style and
the flat track, hooligan stan robi horrify
Plerre Terblanche, ¢
There's no rational shinking hore, juss guts, Listle
hag survivaed of the original, parte traded with
thoge from other Ducatl models. The tubular trellis
frame and sub-frame ha > nodified, while the
swingarm was trad ati 1088 job and the
forks are from & Streetfighter. The in-house exhaust
system has been fitted with s short, GF-like end
can that enhances the unmistakable rumble of the
in. And if you feal you've already seen that blue
ellow g&as sank before, yes, It's from the Ducatl
to e Sunoao

ought the SCRumbler build for Pirealli,
, bust ard for their new MTE0
S tyres, and also raced at SnowQuake. A quick
soodle will turn up ancther Vibrazion! Scrambler, the
Flamingo. Besldes these, ever hiding behind their
wel nasks 4 la Dan Punk, Alberto and Riccardo
have worked on a aouple of BMW K100s5, the *70s/'80s
endurance-styled Finale 1000 and the Trofes 1000,
‘But aak us where to find the core of our art and we'll
tell you to look out for our Honda CB750 Pannzoil,
bullt for the same customer who commissionad the
Pinale 1000. All our love for racing motoraycles is
there. It's loularly touching for us, like it was
built by itself
All Vibrazioni's bikes share the same rough visual
epproach, in contrast with a love for fine detall, Like
the petrol that many of the drums contained, they're
refined from raw, primordial matarial, frem humble
ingredients transformed inko luxury objects. To
Jibrazioni Art Design style is mone futile
311

‘RATICOSA'S ROUGH AND
RUGGED METALWORK
STYLE AND FLAT TRACK,
HOOLIGAN STANCE
WOULD PROBABLY
HORRIFY PIERRE
TERBLANCHE’




‘Tous, & torayale is epeed and low bars. The
imporsant thing abous our bikes ian't gearch for

Zen, but to transmit their spirit, their prev
adifferent form. By oozing abras hey make
you fesl like 8 whealed suparhero, you know, witl

h loured costumse and all’

avy and shat rocks hard

ms, Alberte and Riccardo have
started playin other materials, mixing steel
with Kevlar and carbon fiore,.. 'It's a good v
experiment with m
But their ambition is starting 1o outstrip drums and

Ms a atreet tracker,
but thanks to 749
guis it's one that
breakfasts on 40
miles of barbed wire
and uses a cobra
snake as 2 neck tie
(opposie lop)
Vibraxioni's twist

on the icomic XR

tail design, Tallar,
chvanikier, with added
number bosrds snd
ol hand-basten, on
@ bare concrete flcor
with a big hammer

ous life, In

oycle parss and wa're loving it”

bikes (‘Sometimes four wheels can move your So
t00..."), as well as the space In thelir family garage
“Yaah, we're supposed to make the great jump and
zet up Vibrazioni Art Desig all firm, with
workers and tooling tha us independent
in terme of production.'

1, drsam blg, never give up” That's
vrrithen under the Raticosa's tall. Bven if

‘ra lopking to the future, watching them hand
making motorcyeles like a century ago {8 heart-
rming, & real comfort for those who fear the cold
dawning of the era of CAD and 3D printing.
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